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Minutes 
 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

April 20, 2005 
 
  

   Members in Attendance:                   Frank Tortorello 
       Nancy Abramson                       
       Steve Marrano 

   Members Absent: 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Minutes from March 16, 2005 approved 
 
Frank Tortorello: Since the agenda for this evening is so large cases will 
be limited to fifteen minutes. 
 
 

1. Via Michelle – 49 South Moger Avenue 
Case #05-08 
John Tucker from Tucker Signs, and Chris Neilson 
owner 

 
Audio malfunction 
Board reviewed submission with the revisions that were requested. Sign 
was approved as presented.  
Board All Ayes 
 
 

2. Lexington Avenue Gym – 326 Lexington Avenue 
Case #05-11 
Perry Verrone representing Lexington Ave. Gym 

 
Frank Tortorello: You put the permanent sign up on a temporary basis. 
This board did not approve the signage. It was approved to put a 
temporary sign up not the permanent sign. 
 
Perry Verrone: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think the signs should come down and you come when 
you come back with the proper presentation we will look at it. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I do not understand the change that you made. 
 
Perry Verrone: We changed the colors. You did not want the red.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So you are going to have Lexington Avenue Gym here 
and here? 
 
Perry Verrone: You wanted boxing here and fitness training here. You 
wanted a color change and the letters smaller. So we made the letters 
smaller.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You are not even sure that is what you are going to do. 
 
Perry Verrone: I called and gave Nancy the dimensions. 
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Nancy Abramson: We do not have the presentation showing us what it 
looks like. We need to see this here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We need an elevation of the building that shows the 
signage. The gentleman was here last time we had comments regarding 
the sign. We made some recommendations, they were concerned that 
they were in business and wanted to be identified. We made a 
recommendation to go with a temporary sign. Getting the permanent sign 
and putting it up on a quote temporary basis is not an approved sign. 
That is what they did then there is nothing for us to look at. What you 
need to do is show an elevation of the building with the sign showing to 
proper size and scale. You need to have a detail of how the sign is 
constructed. We want to see what the actual letters are. Is this 
illuminated is it not illuminated?  
 
Perry Verrone: You did not want that. The sign boxes are there but we 
will not light them. The landlord is not going to take them out because he 
will have to re-stucco where the sign boxed are. We would like to keep 
the sign boxes up without lighting them.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think you are going to have to come back, with all the 
appropriate drawings and elevations. We told you last time and it did not 
sink in, so I guess the thing for you to do is bring your sign guy in here. 
Maybe he would understand. 
 
Perry Verrone: I understand what you re saying. You just need the 
elevation.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a twelve foot sign that says boxing on it that is 
not what we had in mind.  
 
Perry Verrone: You told me to change the color and change the size of 
the writing and put this in the middle.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We recommended and you wanted to have all of that 
information there. We recommended you put the name of the company in 
the middle somehow and that you put word boxing and the word fitness 
training. No one has a problem with that. This is box is ten feet long. If 
what you are telling me is that this sign here is ten foot long and fills the 
whole face of the existing box. Because the landlord does not want to 
take it down and I am telling you that is no good. That is not what we 
had in mind. The only way to bring it down is to get rid of the sign box. 
That is part of the drill.  
 
Perry Verrone: How do I go about doing that?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t know what deal you have with him.  
 
Perry Verrone: I would prefer not taking it down, but if you tell me I can’t 
put a sign up until it is down.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think this whole approach is not what we had in mind. 
I think you need to come back with another presentation. All this 
descriptive information on the face of the building in addition to the sign 
Lexington Avenue Gym, I do not know what the proportions of this with 
respect to this. We need to see that.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We need to see what the whole thing looks like.  
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Frank Tortorello: In scale and that were the sign Lexington Avenue Gym 
then what we would have envisioned is probably something about that 
big.  
 
Perry Verrone: I can’t go through this here.  
 
Steve Marrano: Is that tile?  
 
Fank Tortorello: The whole purpose of this exercise is to something that 
kind of blends in. That is not our job to do it for.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I am going to go by and look at it. 
 
Perry Verrone: if you tell me that needs to be smaller then I will do it. 
 
Frank Tortorello: These letters should be no higher than four inches.  
 
Perry Verrone: That is a third of the size.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Then do not put all the information there. That is the 
whole purpose. You came in here with a sign that has two signs on the 
building and the whole face of the building covered with sign. We tried to 
help you. To put the business name and this descriptive text which we 
normally don’t approve. So that got us to the point now the next point is 
now to down size the lettering. i think you have to find a sign guy that 
has some sense as to what has to be done and do it for you.  
 
Perry Verrone: You need these sign boxes down is that what you are 
telling me?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t know how you put this descriptive information on 
the face of the building without removing the sign boxes. They are ten 
foot big and that is not what we had in mind.  
 
Perry Verrone: How long should it be?  
 
Frank Tortorello: if your letters are four inches high you have to reduce 
this.  
 
Perry Verrone: Let’s assume we take down the sign boxes.  
 
Frank Tororello: What ever this is you make it four inches high.  
 
Perry Verrone: Whatif he doesn’t let us remove the sign boxes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I can’t answer on that. That is why you needed to get a 
temporary sign and had the permanent sign approved before you put it 
up. This is an Architectural Review Board I can’t tell you what to do if 
your landlord says don’t take the sign boxes down. If he says not to take 
the sign boxes down put your sign on one sign box. Let the other one sit 
there and come back with that presentation. We will look at that.  
 
Perry Verrone: I just want to know what you recommend so I don’t have 
to keep coming back. I just did not realize it was to big, now you tell me 
it is to big.  
 
Nancy Abramson: is this sign box shorter than that one?  
 
Perry Verrone: No they are both the same.  
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Frank Tortorello: We need to move this along. This is an incomplete 
presentation. You need to show it on the building. If you can’t get the 
landlord to remove the sign boxes then put one sign on one side and one 
side only. I can’t help you. You should of done that before you rented the 
store. We are always forced into accepting things that are bad designs, 
because it is a condition that exists. We tried to help you make it 
acceptable. There has to be some give on the other side.  
 

3. Workout Express – 69 South Moger Avenue 
Case #05-02 
Margaritte Bollus owner 
 

Frank Tortorello: you have sort of the same problem that the last 
applicant had, unless you have additional information. This sign goes in 
this slot?  
 
Margaritte Bollus: It was a white translucent. So now it is a gray opaque 
background.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Gray opaque and just the letters are lit.  
 
Margaritte Bollus: just the letters are lit.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is an existing. There are two boxes.  
 
Margarite Bollus: Yes one in the front and one in the back.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The one in the front is smaller? 
 
Margaritte Bollus: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the front 60 inches. That is the size of the 
existing.  
 
Nancy Abramson: The red is not illuminated just the white?  
 
Margaritte Bollus: Just the white. This is what we have exactly. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the actual gray?   
 
Margaritte Bollus: It is this. That is a copy. 
 
Frank Tortorello: leave us this one to make it the official. That is close to 
what it is going to be. Would anyone like to make a motion?  
 
Steve Marrano: I make a motion to accept as presented.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 

4. Bet Torah – 60 Smith Avenue 
Case #03-22 
Lee Wright, Architect, Allan Westman, Architect for the 
applicant 

 
Frank Tortorello: Did you bring the original drawings for the building? So 
we can see what you changed. These are what were approved? Let’s see 
what you’ve done. Show us what the plans are going to be.  
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Allan Westman: This is the north elevation that was approved, and this is 
what we are proposing. The difference is here. (Viewing of plans 
background noise in audible) We are going back to existing elevation 
which is just recessed back. This is not in the plan at all. 
 
Frank Tortorello: So that whole front view will be wall. That is metal 
glass. 
 
Allan westman: It is similar to what we are proposing just recessed back. 
The other area we changes are on the drive area. Renovation to the 
existing sanctuary and the the library has been reduced. The window is 
not functional any  longer.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is an existing element? It has no penetration in it 
now? So it is a blank wall and it will remain identical to the existing 
conditions. No change what so ever. That is as is now.  
 
Allan Westman: The other thing is the sanctuary proposal. Previously we 
had two slopes in our plan. We had a slope that comes from east to west, 
which I can show you on the plan. We also have slope on the south that 
goes up to the east. 
 
(Too many people speaking)  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is all glass.  
 
Allan Westman: This is glass this is stucco. This up here is not.  
This stucco comes across and turns back.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Did this change in proportion?  
 
Allan Wetman: No 
 
Lee Wright: This is hidden behind the trees. It is really the same width 
from there to there.  
 
Frank Tortorello: There is a line missing here and this is set back. Just the 
way it was there. Why didn’t you put glass here?  
 
Lee Wright: As the structure got deeper to support the roof then it would 
of made this not fishable.  
 
Allan westman: The material on the first wall was a porcelain tile.  
 
Frank Tortorello: On this side or both sides? 
 
Allan Westman: Both sides. 
 
Frank Tortorello: That is curved also? 
 
Allan Westman: Yes, it is all curved here.  
 
Lee Wright: You can only see a portion of it on the elevation.  
 
Allan Westmen: The exterior portions of the wall will be changes to 
stucco. The porcelain has been changed to the stucco to match this.  
 
Frank Tororello: Did you change the roof on the entrance.  
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Allan Westman: This roof now just slopes over the center.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Nothing changed here.  
 
Allan Westman: That is existing. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this tile?  
 
Lee Wright: No that is stucco.  
 
Allan Westman: This is actually Jerusalem stone. This piece is part of the 
sanctuary. Beyond that it did not change at all.  
 
Plans being opened in audible. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The only thing that changed here is this little bend here 
to this wall that curves underneath. Is this clear anodized?  
 
Lee Wright: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: what is it that this board is suppose to do?  
 
Lee Wright: We went to the planning board as well. As part of the process 
we wanted to keep you informed as well.  
 
Frank Tortorello: When did you find out that you needed to make these 
changes.  
 
Lee Wright: As we were pricing the project out.  
 
Frank Tortorello: My question is why didn’t you come in six months ago? 
What would happen if we didn’t approve it? That would be a heck of a 
mess. I am not inclined to not vote for this because you know better.  
 
Lee Wright: We were not trying too harm you guys. You put a process of 
achieving budget that we had limits on.  
 
Frank Tortorello: But at the same time you preceeded with the church. 
Just like the guy in the city that built a building seven stories to high and 
he eventually has to remove them. I don’t want to hold this up and I have 
a memory like an elephant. If you come back with this again with the 
same thing you will not get a vote.  
 
Lee Wright: I assure you we were not trying to avoid it or delay in any 
way.  
 
Steve Marrano: Motion to accept as presented.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Second.  
 
Board All Ayes 
 
 
 
 5.  Bank Of America – 29 ½ South Moger Avenue 
   Case #05-18  
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Louis Lombardi from Gilmore Group,Tom Mesuk from 
Gensler, Diane Douglas, Richard Lambeck,  
representing  Bank Of America, Greg Montelone counsel  
 

Louis Lombardi: We have changed the color from what we recently 
submitted. The color is more in line with a dark red. The Bank Of America 
will be here and here. Those are just going to be backlit. This white will 
go blue at night.    
 
Frank Tortorello: These are individual letters.  
 
Louis Lmobardi: They are individual letters and they each have their own 
internal illumination.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Just the face glows.  
 
Louis Lombardi: Just the face glows.  
 
Steve Marrano: The white changes to a blue color at night?  
 
Louis Lombardi: The white will shift to blue at night. The other exterior 
signs right behind the glazing of the entry door. They are smaller in size 
and scale and set back.  
 
Frank Tortorello: How many placements do you have?  
 
Louis Lombardi: This is one. (Viewing of plans) 
 
Frank Tortorello: Just hold off on that for a moment. How many places do 
you have this?  
 
Louis Lombardi: One place over this entry. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You have two drawings. You have eleven and twelve the 
same. Is this a duplicate?  
 
Louis Lombardi: Yes those pages are duplicates. 
 
Frank Tortorello: So that happens once over the door and you have some 
sort of detail being pushed through the background, but it is all behind 
the glass.  
 
Louis Lombardi: This one here yes is all behind the glass.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What are the letter size 6 ½ inches? On the side that is 
four inches.  
 
Louis Lombardi: This is four-inch. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The red is opaque at night? It is not lit? The blue is the 
only lit at night.  
 
Louis Lombardi: The intent was to illuminate the red.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The whole thing is lit? You have two signs and sign over 
the entrance, which is basically so you see it from two directions. That is 
not going to work.  
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Louis Lombardi: We have already had discussion before we got here. We 
understand where you are going in the town. We have some alternative 
ideas about this.  
 
Richard Lambeck: First of which would be to not fully illuminate the red.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is not going to work with the red background 
period. 
 
Richard Lambeck: Whether it is illuminated or not? 
 
Frank Tortorello: There is no signage there it is just part of the architect. 
This is a real stickler. I drove by a branch in Larchmont, where they had 
put up new signs. Basically they just have a sign on the face of the 
building like that. They changed the sign box and then they have the 
entrance is tucked underneath the second floor of the building. It is 
almost a red/black glass and a sign behind it. This is like that but not that 
red.  
 
Richard Lambeck: We have some different proposals. Since they are 
loosing some square footage we would like to resolve this and we did 
come with a number of different versions. Ideally this is what we would 
like to do.  On of the other things that we talked about at our last 
meeting was the biggest issue was the red. We did another version what 
if we maintained the idea of putting in some glass panels so that we could 
see the individual letters up there. Have the sign illuminated the same 
way this does. So basically it is the same design.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Glass with the letters mounted on a piece of glass. What 
do you see? Would you see the brick?  
 
Richard Lambeck: You would see straight through. One of the other 
things that we wanted to ask you about was what would your take be if 
we were to wash that architecture inside with some red light? This is not 
in your book. This is a conversation we had post the submittal 
 
Frank Tortorello: Why do you really need anything there? I could live with 
the red recessed behind the glass. The signs on the building are nice. I 
think they are fine. I don’t know why you need anything there. 
 
Richard Lambeck: They feel it is an important component to the whole 
feeling as to when you come in.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Within three days you are going to know there is a bank 
there.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It changes the whole complexions of that. You taking   
the village colonial feel and now turning it in something very dramatic.  
 
Richard Lambeck: In my opinion this way keeps the whole dynamic of the 
architecture there and we are just adding the Bank of America here, the 
clear.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This was not built architecturally for a sign. So you are 
not keeping the architecture and you are not working within the 
architecture. You are changing it.  
 
Richard Lambeck: I think this is actually a nice addition to it. I don’t think 
we are changing it. You are still going to have the same façade.  
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Frank Tortorello: we obviously want to help your client get what they 
want. Frankly most of the stores along don’t have anything lit. They have 
back lit sign. They are pin mounted back lit letters.  
 
Steve Marrano: How far down on the side are you going?  
 
Richard Lambeck: There is another set of doors that will require the 
same.  
 
Steve Marrano: You are talking two signs.  
 
Richard Lambeck: We would really like to have the board consider this 
clear situation. The red we understand on no circumstances are you going 
to agree to it. I ask that you consider this. If you need additional 
information on how it is going to work we would be happy to provide that 
for you.  
 
Joe Palumbo: I am the architect to this building just wanted to give some 
history. I have not seen what they are proposing. When we designed this 
building as well as two other buildings in town ten to fifteen years ago, 
the intent of those buildings letters were designed into the building. We 
had brick details that were recessed so that the signs would go. I believe 
originally the pin mounted bronze letters part of everyone’s leases on this 
building. It may have been approved with the building on this design. I 
know times have changed and things happen. That building the building 
behind it as well as the building over on the corner by the train station 
which I designed. We designed the lettering into the building. It was part 
of the original design and without getting into the idea of putting glass on 
that tower which I was is very offensive to the building. I grew up in 
Mount Kisco I am not a resident of mount Kisco right now. I have done 
lots of work in Mount Kisco as everyone knows. That building was known 
as the Sam Goody building not because they had signage but became 
known as the building because it is a very prominent building in this 
town. That building started to set the tone for the wonderful development 
this town has taken on. I think it would really be a disservice to the 
village which has developed a sense of quality materials quality buildings, 
even on the Moger strip. Moger is not Madison Avenue but Moger is a 
very common retail area that is unto itself in Westchester County. You 
know the building it is in the center of this prominent strip. It will become 
known as the Bank of America building not because of their signage. It 
will become because it is such a prominent building. I would only 
encourage the board to continue what the intent of those and other 
buildings that I have worked on a well as other architects have worked 
on, to maintain the character of the village and any retailer. I worked for 
Friedlander and I was part of the leases that made sure that those leases 
had lettering in. them. Thank you for the opportunity to speak. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I do not want to cut you short. Thank you for your 
comments. We need to before we go any further we need to find out if 
there was a sign package approved. If there was then we have to take a 
couple steps backward before we go forward. I think we want to put this 
on hold until we get that information.  
 
Greg Montelone: That being said because my clients are loosing their 
lease and we would like to move ahead. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Go get a temporary sign permit. If there is a sign 
package for this building and it is approved with the building then it is a 
whole different ball game. You will have to come back. 
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Greg Montelone: I think Bank of America is going to be a vast 
improvement over Sam Goody’s. Their whole windows were a mess.  
 
Richard Lambeck: Maybe something more traditional.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is sad to say the sign code in this village is sorely 
lacking. Anyone like your counselor here knows that. If there is a sign 
package that was approved with the building then that has to be. We are 
spinning our wheels. If there is not one my take on this is you probably 
will get the two Bank of America signs approved and one over the door 
approved and maybe even with the red. We will wan to see samples. We 
want to see a mock up of as to what it will look like. I think if there is not 
a sign package just to give you some guidance that might work.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is the whole illumination in this particular spot it is 
such a significant place.  
 
Frank Tortorello: More than that if there is a sign package approved with 
the building, we don’t know at this point.  
 
Greg Montelone: If there is no sign package, if the red was not 
illuminated and the blue were?  
 
Nancy Abramson: There is no illumination on this particular corner. Now 
we are going to start illuminating? We use this as an example of what we 
want our town to look like.  
 
Frank Tortorello: He is saying just the letters were illuminated.  Across 
the street the Chico’s store has a sign band that is opaque and the letters 
Chico white are illuminated. That other building has a sign package that is 
when Chico’s first came in they all have to use the sign band. That was 
part of the building approval. That one I know about. I was on the board. 
This one I was not on the board when this building was first approved. I 
think we really need to find out what the status is.  
 
Richard Lambeck: That is what we are trying to get as much information 
as we can tonight. Thank you.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You can apply for a temporary sign permit in the mean 
time and that doesn’t mean put your permanent sign up. 
 

5. Tuscan Oven – 360 North Bedford Road 
Case #05-19 
David Menkin councel for the applicant, Joann Pirraglia 
owner. 
 

David Menkin: Joann is the owner of Tuscan Oven restaurant. The reason 
why we are here is we are requesting the addition of Tuscan Oven on the 
direction and way finding sign at the Mount Kisco Plaza Square complex. 
Tuscan Oven is the only restaurant on Rt. 117 from Mount Kisco to 
Bedford Hills that does not have a sign and cannot be seen. I have 
photographs to show you that. Never the less what we are asking for is 
an addition of sign on exhibit B of my application. This is a matter of 
which the Planning Board has deemed jurisdiction on going back to the 
early 90’s. The Planning Board had been required to only permit three 
signs. However over time some additional stores were added. I spoke 
with Whitney Singleton and he suggested that first we had to go to the 
Planning Board and get their blessings to come to the ARB which we did. 
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Not only did we have their blessings but the minutes of the Planning 
Board show that it wasn’t such a bad idea to have the Tuscan Oven sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is what you are requesting? Just make it real 
simple and add it to the existing sign here and here?  
 
David Menkin: Yes.  
 
Frank Torotello: That is it? The Planning Board approved this?  
 
David Menkin: Yes.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I make the motion we accept as presented. 
 
Steve Marrano: Second.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. Just what is here, don’t surprise us with 
color or a separate sign.  
 

6. Coco Rumbas – 443 Lexington Avenue 
Case #05-20 
Juan Ruiz & Lisa Ruiz applicants 
 

Frank Tortorello: You own a restaurant. This is another one? 
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is just painted and not lit?  
 
Juan Ruiz: The existing light from the bottom. 
  
Frank Tortorello: This is two sides. There is a sign there now?  
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: These posts are existing?  
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes. Just a little bit smaller.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is new? I wish we had some photos. It makes it 
difficult. This is the color of the sign and the background?  
 
Juan Ruiz: This is the color of the entire sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You need to bring some pictures and you need to show 
a plan where this sits. At least if it is existing. It is going to be exactly 
where the existing sign is?  
 
Juan Ruiz: Exactly.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You need to bring some photographs in so we can see 
what this is. My initial comments I would say if you are making this 
bigger than what is there now you will probably want to shrink it down. 
This is pretty big. I do not know how high it is off the ground. This sits in 
a planter?  
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes there are plants in a square.  
 
Steve Marrano: is this parallel to the road.  
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Frank Tortorello: No you said perpendicular to the road. You see it either 
way as you are driving.  
 
Juan Ruiz: Correct.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a monument sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: is there anything on the building?  
 
Juan Ruiz: No. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This building sits way back. The parking is in the front. 
The only thing I would say is that we want to see is the size and color 
samples and tone down a bit. Maybe we need to see a better 
presentation. This is still bright; you may be able to make it darker than 
that. I am just trying to give you a preliminary comment. We are not 
going to act on this now you do not have a complete package. You must 
bring some photos. This is what you need to do. Come back show us what 
is there with the dimensions of what is there. Then we will look at this.  
 
Juan Ruiz: This is a temporary sign is this ok?  
 
Frank Tortorello: you are just going to stick it on the existing sign? You 
have to get a permit. A temporary sign you do not need our approval.  
 
Juan Ruiz: So it is going to pictures and samples of color.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We need to see the pictures of where the old sign is. 
That is really important that we need to see. Thank you. 
 
 

7. One Stop Wireless – 189 East Main Street 
Case #05-21 
Jeff Bain, owner. 

 
Frank Tortorello: What do you have to show us?  
 
Jeff Bain: I actually put the sign on already and was not aware that I 
needed to come to come to the board.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So you put the sign up without a permit? 
 
Jeff Bain: Yes. I did not think I needed anything I using the existing light 
box. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You have an existing sign box and you just put this sign 
in it. Is it black?  
 
Jeff Bain: Yes black and it has a little red in the stop sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a big sign. How big is it? 
 
Jeff Bain: The logo is 24 inches and the letters are 12 inches.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The landlord should know to advise you that you need a 
sign permit. The guy next to you had the same problem. He came in and 
put the sign up.  
 
Jeff Bain: I was not aware of it.  
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Frank Tortorello: I think you have an issue with your landlord. I don’t 
think this sign is going to be approved. The letters are to large and it is 
suppose to be submitted before you put it up not after the fact. Since we 
already had a problem with this building we are not penalizing you but his 
was accepted because the letters are on scale with what we think should 
be.  
 
Nancy Abramson: There is a lot going on your particular sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: There is a lot going on throughout the whole building. 
Neon windows.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We don’t have jurisdiction over that but none the less. 
 
Jeff Bain: Ron came in and said the neon was ok. He came in to give me 
the violation.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We are really sorry.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We are not looking to hurt you.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Our job is really to try to the best that we can and 
sometimes the applicant is not always happy. This is to much going on 
with this.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this a company logo?  
 
Jeff Bain: This is a stand up sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That was all there before. 
 
Jeff Bain: The Singular sign was there. The bands are changed month to 
month to give you the promotion.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The neon is an issue. 
 
Jeff Bain: I checked about the rules with regard to the neon and as long 
as they are inside. I had the summons already so I checked it out.  
 
Frank Tortorello: it is not going to happen. I think you need to come 
back.  
 
Jeff Bain: What do you want done?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Take it down. Just put the name of the business One 
Stop Wireless.  
 
Jeff Bain: What about the logo it represents the business.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Then down scale it takes all the names of the Nextel T-
Mobile Sprint Cellular because you already have it in the window. Clean 
up your window then maybe we will consider it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Did you go to sign guy. Overall now we are trying to do 
the best we can. The town is really changing and there is a lot more 
sense of continuity in the way it is all put together. We just don’t want 
this to turn into White Plains and Central Avenue. With all due respect 
this is sort of going in the direction we don’t really want go in.  
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Frank Tortorello: Do you know the lettering of the pilot sign.  
 
Jeff Bain: I still have that sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: At the end of the day and these business go out and 
new signs come up they will be held to a different standard.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is also badly designed. You basically made the sign 
and have taken every inch of the box of the sign box. To make the 
biggest sign you could possibly make. It is a poorly designed sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Did you work with a sign man?  
 
Jeff Bain: It was actually designed by a friend of mine. What you are 
telling me I am taking the most possible space and looking at the 
neighboring store I have more black in my sign than anybody else around 
me.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a bigger sign.  
 
Jeff Bain: It is the same size. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Our suggestion is maybe you can go to a sign guy that 
work in Mount Kisco so they have a better sense of what we are doing. 
Take all this down and ask him to figure out a way to incorporate your 
logo in there so that it works together. 
 
Jeff Bain: The whole logo is the sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: if you scaled it down, clean up the window of the 
building which we do not have jurisdiction over. We do have jurisdiction 
over your sign. Clean up your window and remove the neon out of the 
window which is something that doesn’t belong on a street like this. You 
scale the sign down and look you have improved this building and the 
appearance of the business on the street. Then I think we would be more 
willing to approve. Right now it is a Hodge podge. Starting with the sign 
and going right down the whole storefront. 
 
Jeff Bain: The whole street is filled with neon. If you really truly walk 
down that street there is neon everywhere.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You are right. So don’t think about the neon, just tone 
down the sign.  
 
Jeff Bain: You want the letters smaller? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Take all these off. 
 
Jeff Bain: How am I going to state what I am selling. 
 
Nancy Abramson: One Stop Wireless s cell phones.  
 
Jeff Bain: You know when you go to cell phone store like Verizon there 
are Nextel stores. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t want it in the window. You have it everyplace.  
This is not going to be and don’t argue anymore. Do you want us to vote 
on this?  
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Jeff Bain: I understand you are not voting for the sign but I am asking 
you what I can do, so that you would approve the sign. You are being 
absolutely rude sir.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Good Night. 
 
Jeff Bain: All I was asking for was a little insight of what you would like. 
You keep harping on my window. What you re telling me if I was remove 
my neon which you have no jurisdiction over you would be easier with me 
on the sign. That is what you are telling me. 
 

8. Commerce Bank – 193 East Main Street 
Cancelled 
 

9. Crème De La Crème – Lot 2 Morgan Drive  
Case #05-14 
Brad Schwartz, counsel for the applicant, Jerry 
Bowland Architect, Steve Siegfried    

 
Brad Schwartz: We are proposing to develop a child care facility at Radio 
Circle business park. There is a modification of the facilities so we are 
here tonight in order to describe to the board the current proposal.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This has not been approved by the Planning Board?  
 
Brad Schwartz: No, the Planning Board closed the public hearing last 
week.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So you are looking for preliminary comments at this 
point.  
 
Jerry Boland: We understood that they were separate boards. We are 
expecting board approval having gone through the process. It certainly 
would be meaningful to get your insight.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t believe we will have a final vote on this but let’s 
see what you have. 
 
(Viewing of Plans in audible)  
 
Jerry Boland: What we have is a 20,000 square foot day care facility. The 
reason we are back in front of you is there are some revisions and re-
thought out by Boland in Denver Colorado.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Do you have the original drawings. 
 
Steven Siegfried: No we don’t.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We have spent a lot of time with this as I recall.  
 
Jerry Boland: The whole program has changed so the 3building has 
changed. We put together a new program and that is why we are here 
again. What we wanted to accomplish with this building is make it a light 
gray building.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Can we see the plans? The floor plan.  
 
(in audible opening of plans)  
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Jerry Boland: Entrance semi circle drive in and then out pretty simple.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the dead end here.  
 
Jerry Boland: We tried to pick up the characteristics of Mount Kisco with 
Victorian architecture. There are two classroom wings. Administration and 
a class back in here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a one story building?  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes one story. We are fully screened. This intersection is 22 
feet.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is all on one plane. This is one mass from here to 
here. Is this to scale?  
 
Jerry Boland: it is proportionate to scale.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this whole wall stucco?  
 
Jerry Boland: It is a pre-cast panel that we field paint.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this entire field cast? 
 
Jerry Boland: No it is delivered to the site.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a panel?  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes. This is a textured paint. 
 
Frank Tortorello: That goes on the concrete?  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes. The panels are about 7 inches thick.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This has the windows already in it?  
 
Steven Siegfried: Yes the window openings.  
 
Jerry Boland: We will put the plaster surround, so what you see here is 
actually three dimensional. About two inches.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is all coated?   
 
Jerry Boland: Yes exactly. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a darker brown this is lighter beige. It looks like 
this.  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes. This is the storefront system.  
 
Frank Tortorello: If you are making a pre-cast why wouldn’t you leave it 
natural? Pre-cast concrete would look terrific.  
 
Steven Siegrfried: You couldn’t get the color right.  
 
Frank Tortorello: My question is why didn’t you treat this? Is this 
supporting the roof?  
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Steven Siegfried: Yes. We originally had a pre-stucco building. It failed 
miserably. Especially with children there were mold problems. 
 
Frank Tortorello: My question is wouldn’t it be more cost effective?  Re-
enforced masoary and put this in concrete.  
 
Jerry Boland: Much more cost effective. This is very durable. This is 
$8.00. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Eight dollars to pour and installed in place?  
 
Jerry Boland: It is dramatically different.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Where do you buy it? A structural pre- cast firm.  
 
Jerry Boland: Right. These will have a sealant actually an acrylic.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Not a tongue and groove. It will just have a gap there.  
 
Jerry Boland: There is a ¾ inch gap so if there is any movement.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have to make me a believer. Have you done 
buildings this way?  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Do you have photographs of one that you have done? I 
would love to see one.  
 
Jerry Boland: I do but do not have it on me.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Where was it done?  
 
Jerry Boland: It was done in Illinois.  
 
Steve Siegfried: I am just finishing one not a day care but same system. 
 
Frank Tortorello: whereabouts? 
 
Jerry Boland: Colorado.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this aluminum?  
 
Jerry Boland: The window treatment?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Are these windows or doors?  
 
Jerry Boland: All the entries and all the windows are white aluminum 
storefront system.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The windows are light gray glass non reflective. I would 
like to see the materials of the frame. Also I would like to see samples of 
the glass. I would like some better understanding and a sense of the 
materials. I am not a believer. What you are trying to do is fine. I would 
like the details in this area and it could be a very unhappy building. I 
would want to see the samples with the right colors. You can do this on a 
piece of sample board to show. You need to show some nice sharp lines. 
That is why I need the samples. This is a major building and it is tucked 
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back. Most of the buildings back there are done fairly nicely. We are not 
looking at signage at this point? 
 
Jerry Boland: We would like you to comment on the signage.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You need some details. I think putting the sign on the 
canopy is probably ok. It looks pretty big, but I would reserve judgment 
until I saw detail.  
 
Jerry Boland: In the application it is standard sign 36 by 27 .  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a very big sign.  
 
Steven Siegfried: Is there a sign code that dictates the size relevant to 
the building size?  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is an odd ball building because it is not a normal 
commercial. It might make sense for you to take some photos of what is 
around you and do a little homework. If this building were on Rt117 
which is a main commercial drag and you came in and said you have a 
three foot high sign we would probably send you away and say it is twice 
as big as it needs to be.  
 
Steven Siegfried: We are at the end of a cuddle sack.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Yes but it doesn’t change anything. We try to maintain 
the same guidelines. What is the purpose of the sign is to identify the 
building. It is not to create a bulletin board that people can see from two 
blocks away.  
 
Steven Siegfried: That is why I wanted to talk to you. This is a backlit 
sign. It is backlit and the letters glow and it is a soft white glow. It is 
translucent.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is translucent so the light comes through the letters. 
Backlit letters combination.  
 
Steven Siegfried: Those hollow letters. There is enough light that comes 
through that you can see this color blue of that trash can over there. It 
has a white halo around the lights because of the backlit. 
 
Frank Tortorello: have you used the sign elsewhere?  
 
Jerry Boland: Yes at all our sites.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Both night and day. Do you have any lighting on the 
building, then you will need to show us that 
 
Steve Siegfried: In your package there are cut sheets of what we have. 
We do have these little shoebox fully shielded. (Viewing of lighting)  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are just lighting the entrance that is it? There is no 
other illumination of lighting the building?  
 
Steven Siegfried: The parking lot with this shoebox light.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are not flood lighting the building? You are not 
illuminating the building. Night lighting for safety.  
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Steven Siegfried: That is right.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have used up your time so we need to wrap it up. 
We are not going to vote on this.  
 
Jerry Boland: Can we get your feelings in general on it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think you got them at it is looking ok to me.  
I think this is just a question of seeing it in more detail and really getting 
a sense of the materials. You have to make me a believer 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


